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ACTION ALERT: YOUR VOICE MATTERS 
Stop Repeal of the Affordable Care Act without Replacements 

On January 12-13, 2017 the United State House of Representatives and Senate passed the same 
legislation as the first step to repeal the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, commonly 
known as Affordable Care Act (ACA) nicknamed Obamacare. The resolution instructs relevant 
committees in both chambers to develop legislation formally repealing ACA (Obamacare) by 
January 27, 2017.   

What Will Happen If ACA is Repealed without Replacements? 
 Delaying a replacement would be harmful to Michiganders especially children, youth and 

individuals with disabilities and cause chaos in the insurance markets.  

 29 million people will stand to lose their health insurance through the marketplace. 

 150 million people stand to lose critical consumer protections that many have come to 
expect of their employer plan. 

 Those with preexisting conditions will lose coverage options. 

 Those who get cost assistance with health care will lose subsidies.   

 Adult children will not be able to stay on parents’ insurance plans until age 26   

 Annual and lifetime dollar limits for insurance coverage will be reinstituted. 

 Families who coverage under the Medicaid Expansion will no longer have coverage. 

 
We Must Act Now! Take Action Today! Contact Your Legislators 

Taking Action: takes only a few minutes. To find your Senator and his/her contact information go 
to: http:/www.senate.gov. To find your Representative and his/her contact information go to: 
http//www.house.gov   
 
If you are calling: You will probably have a chance to leave the main message (below). But if the 
receptionist gives you time to elaborate, please tell him/her why you care so much about the ACA. 
Remember to leave your name and personal address to they know you are a constituent. If you 
are emailing: Your main message should be made first. You can elaborate or you’re your 
message should not be too. 
 
Some suggestions for points to include in your message are below.  If you send an email, please  
consider cc: ing Michigan Family Voices so we, too, can share your stories with legislators.   
info@michiganfamilyvoices.org   
 
Main Message: I am a constituent whose child/grandchild/friend's child has special health care 
needs. My child and family and others like mine benefit greatly from the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA).Therefore, I urge you to vote against any bill that would repeal the ACA (even with a 
delayed effective date) before replacing it with another law that will maintain or improve access to 
affordable and comprehensive health insurance and services.  
 
Personal Points (provide explanations): My family/child needs the protections of the ACA – 
* ban on pre-existing condition exclusions   
* allowing children to stay on parents’ insurance plans until age 26  
* ban on annual and lifetime dollar limits for insurance coverage   

* Other  My family needs the ACA’s financial help to pay for insurance –premium subsidies, cost‐
sharing subsidies,  small business subsidies  

http://kff.org/report-section/ehbs-2016-summary-of-findings/
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Take Action Today! 
General Points about ACA (personalize as much as possible): 

About 15 million – 20 percent – of our nation’s children have special health care needs or 

disabilities, such as autism, epilepsy, diabetes, cancer, traumatic brain injury, sickle cell disease, 

or intellectual disability, to name just a few.  Put another way, one out of five families with children 

has at least one child with special health care needs.  

The ACA helps these families greatly.  Among its most important provisions are: 

 The prohibition against refusing to insure or charging more for coverage of children 

with pre-existing conditions, or excluding coverage for services related to that 

condition.  Before the ACA, children could be denied insurance, charged more for insurance, or 

denied coverage for the services they needed most because they had a pre-existing condition, 

such as a congenital heart defect, cerebral palsy or asthma. 

 Elimination of annual and lifetime benefit caps. Before the ACA, a very sick premature 

infant might reach on his or her lifetime cap on coverage before even leaving the hospital, 

sometimes leading to the family’s bankruptcy.  

 A prohibition against rescinding coverage when someone gets sick. Before the ACA, 

an insurance company might terminate a child’s coverage, based on a meaningless error in the 

insurance application, when the child started to incur significant medical costs due to a severe 

illness or injury, thus leaving the family struggling to pay for the child’s care. 

 A requirement that young adults be permitted to stay on their parents’ insurance 

policies until age 26. This provision helps many young adults with chronic illnesses or 

disabilities who do not have access to employer-sponsored insurance but are not eligible for 

Medicaid. 

 A provision allowing former foster children to receive Medicaid until age 26.  This 

provision helps these very vulnerable young adults as they pursue employment or further 

education. 

 No-cost preventive care for children based on the “Bright Futures” 

recommendations of the Maternal and Child Health Bureau and the American Academy of 

Pediatrics.  No-cost check-ups and screenings help to ensure that health or developmental 

problems are detected and addressed early in a child’s life, helping to avoid more expensive 

treatment or special education later on. 

 Medicaid expansion to all individuals with incomes up to 138% of the federal poverty 

level.  This provision helps individuals with chronic illnesses or disabilities who do not have 

access to employer-sponsored insurance and are not otherwise eligible for Medicaid.  

 

Please vote against any repeal of the ACA until another law is enacted that will maintain 

or improve the access to affordable and comprehensive coverage and care that the ACA 

now provides.  

Protect Our Health Care!  

No Repeal Without Replacements 

No Medicaid Block Grants 
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Repeal of the Affordable Care Act 

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), commonly 
called the Affordable Care Act (ACA) and nicknamed Obamacare, is a 
United States federal statute enacted by President Barack Obama on 
March 23, 2010. ACA was intended to increase health insurance quality 
and affordability, lower the uninsured rate by expanding insurance 
coverage and reduce the costs of healthcare. It introduced mechanisms 

including mandates, subsidies and insurance exchanges. The law requires insurers to accept all 
applicants, cover a specific list of conditions and charge the same rates regardless of pre-existing 
conditions or sex. Those provisions include Medicaid expansion, Health Insurance Marketplace 
coverage, and changes in private insurance that allow young adults to stay on their parent’s health 
insurance plans, require plans to cover people with pre-existing health conditions, and prohibits 
annual and lifetime limits. 20 million Americans have gained health care coverage under ACA 
through the Health Insurance Marketplace. Another 150 million through their employers plans — 

the primary source of coverage for people under 65. Progress has been seen by more 
screenings covered, no time limits on coverage, people with pre-existing health conditions no 
longer being denied coverage, lower prescription drug costs and extended several meaningful 
protections to employees of large businesses. 

During the 2016 election Republican candidates made repeal of ACA their number one priority. 
Claiming ACA 1) increased health care spending and uses cuts to Medicare spending to help pay 
for some of it.  2) Contains tax increases, fees and penalties. As a result Republican members of 
the 114 Congress set out to keep their promise.  On January 12, 2017 the U.S. Senate voted, 51 
– 48, to begin the process for overturning ACA-which has made high-quality health care and 
coverage affordable and accessible for millions of Americans, and in doing so has saved and 
improved countless lives. On January 13, 2017 the US House passed the same legislation, 227 – 
198. Which ultimately began the official repeal process. The resolution passed by both the Senate 
and the House (without the signature of the President) instructs relevant committees in both 
chambers to develop legislation formally repealing the ACA by January 27, 2017.   
 
There is dissent among Republicans to whether or not to complete the repeal process before a 
replacement plan is finalized and Democratic resistance to any repeal of the ACA. Especially 
repeal with no replacements. It appears that there is a significant fight ahead over the future of 
American healthcare.  

 
Many questions remain about what the new administration and Congress have in store to protect 
children, youth and individuals with special health care needs/disabilities. 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._federal_law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barack_Obama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health_insurance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health_insurance_coverage_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Premium_tax_credit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health_insurance_marketplace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guaranteed_issue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guaranteed_issue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Community_rating
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pre-existing_condition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pre-existing_condition
http://www.businessinsider.com/republican-plan-repeal-obamacare-roadblock-2017-1
http://ccf.georgetown.edu/2016/11/09/what-do-election-results-mean-for-child-and-family-coverage-medicaid-and-chip/
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What Will Happen If ACA is Repealed? 
1. 29 million people will stand to lose their health insurance through the marketplace. 
2. 150 million people stand to lose critical consumer protections that many have come to 

expect of their employer plan. 
3. Those with preexisting conditions could lose coverage options. 
4. Those who get cost assistance with health care could lose subsidies.   
5. It is possible that the elimination of subsidies could cause millions of people to lose their 

insurance overnight. A clause in the agreement between insurers and the 
government allows insurers to bow out of policies if subsidies end. 

6. Adult children may not be able to stay on parents’ insurance plans until age 26   
7. The ban on annual and lifetime dollar limits for insurance coverage may could be lifted. 
8. Families whose coverage under the Medicaid Expansion will no longer have coverage. 

 

Medicaid Block Grants 
Among other things, the president-elect and congress would 
like to end the Medicaid expansion, children’s coverage 
protections and block grant Medicaid. The Social Security 
Amendments of 1965 created Medicaid by adding Title XIX to 
the Social Security Act. Under the program, the federal 
government provides matching funds to states to enable them 
to provide medical assistance to residents who meet certain 
eligibility requirements. The objective was to help states 
provide medical assistance to residents whose incomes and resources are insufficient to meet the 
costs of necessary medical services. Medicaid serves as the nation’s primary source of health 
insurance coverage for 62 million poor and disabled nationally. Requiring states to cover certain 
groups of people and to provide specific benefits.  
 
A Medicaid block grant means a cut. Today, as long as an eligible person enrolls in Medicaid, 
federal matching funds will be there to support their care. A block grant will cap the federal share, 
leaving states to determine how to spend with less funding. Medicaid is already an underfunded 
program, so these cuts will impact services that children and families need to thrive and stay alive.  

 
What Will Happen if Medicaid Funding Becomes a Block Grant? 

1. $1 trillion will be cut from Medicaid over the next decade. 
2. Maintaining the same benefit and enrollment levels would be nearly impossible.  
3. States serving residents’ health care needs will have less money. Jeopardizing the care 

of children, pregnant women, individuals with disabilities and those living in poverty.  
4. The Early, Periodic, Screening, Diagnostic, and Treatment (EPSDT) requirement for 

children, a core benefit of Medicaid that ensures all children have the screening and 
treatment services needed to grow and thrive would be in danger.  

5. Services now mandatory under Medicaid will be optional: equipment, prescriptions, 

home care, transportation, etc. 
6. State flexibility would undermine states’ ability to meet Medicaid’s requirements.  
7. States and Medicaid enrollees would be put at financial risk. 
8. Millions could be left uninsured. 

Legislative Update: Restraint and Seclusion 

http://kff.org/report-section/ehbs-2016-summary-of-findings/
http://spotidoc.com/doc/378971/pdf-version---insidehealthpolicy.com?mode=scroll
http://spotidoc.com/doc/378971/pdf-version---insidehealthpolicy.com?mode=scroll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_Security_Amendments_of_1965
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_Security_Amendments_of_1965
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_Security_Act
http://ccf.georgetown.edu/2016/03/04/what-is-epsdt-medicaid-benefit-big-idea/
http://ccf.georgetown.edu/2016/03/04/what-is-epsdt-medicaid-benefit-big-idea/
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Lt. Gov. Brian Calley signed legislation on December 29, 2016 
ending non-emergency restraint and seclusion practices in Michigan 
schools. Calley signed the bills at an inclusion rally in Troy where he 
was joined by nearly 300 families and advocates including the Arc 
Michigan and Family Voices. 

Under the legislation, restraint and seclusion practices may only be 
used if a child is a danger to themselves or others. The bills also 
require any use of restraint and seclusion to be reported both to the 
parents and the Michigan Department of Education, as well as 
requiring additional training for school personnel on how to handle 

behavioral situations. 

The legislation puts the current State Board of Education policy regarding appropriate usage of 
restraint and seclusion practices into law. The bills are now Public Acts 394-402 of 2016. 
For more information on restraint and seclusion visit: 
http://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/behavior/seclusion-and-restraint/ 

 
ADVOCACY/LEADERSHIP INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITY 

 

 

We are continuing to build our Family Leadership Network. Seeking individuals and 

families of children and youth with special health care needs/disabilities who have 

participated in leadership training and/or have experience in changing policies at the 

local or state level. To serve on committees, work groups and or providing feedback 

on the following issues/topics:  

1. Policy and Legislation-An individual or family that has input regarding: foster care, 

health care financing, mental health services, transportation, restraint and seclusion, 

and transition to adulthood. 

2. Medicaid- A Medicaid recipient receiving services that is experiencing barriers in 

the system: health care, mental health,  

3. Children's Special Health Care Services-A parent or caregiver of a child with a 

genetic condition, cleft palate, diabetes, severe asthma, cerebral palsy, or hearing 

impairment  

 
For More Information about Leadership Opportunities contact: 

Michigan Family Voices at (800) 292-7851 extension 427 or info@michiganfamilyvoices.org  

Visit: http://michiganfamilyvoices.org/leadership-network/ 

 
 

http://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/behavior/seclusion-and-restraint/
mailto:info@michiganfamilyvoices.org
http://michiganfamilyvoices.org/leadership-network/
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ADVOCACY/LEADERSHIP TRAINING OPPORTUNITY 
 

COMING TO GENESEE COUNTY IN APRIL 2017! REGISTER NOW! 

Leaders in Policy Advocacy (LIPA)  
http://www.arcmi.org/new/lipa.htm 

 
is a leadership development program for adults with developmental 

disabilities and parents of minor children with developmental disabilities. The 
project trains and supports participants to become leaders in the disability 
rights movement.  It is funded by the Michigan Developmental Disabilities 

Council and administered by The Arc Michigan. 

Topics include: 

 Disability History 

 Inclusive Education 

 Assistive Technology & Social Media 

 Self-determination and Alternatives  

to Guardianship 

 Person Centered Planning 

 Access to Housing & Employment  

 Benefits and Systems of Support 

 Systems Change 

  

Participation in LIPA requires a significant time commitment. Six (6) weekend 

sessions begin on Fridays at 12:30 pm and end for the day at 9 pm. The class 

resumes at 8:30 am on Saturdays and concludes at 3:00 pm.  

There is no cost to participate in the training. Participants will be asked to share a 

hotel room with another class member if lodging is needed. Meals will be provided, 

including to caregivers, and participants will be reimbursed for mileage to and from 

the training sessions. No child care will be provided on site; however, assistance 

with the cost of child care may be available.  

To apply, go to http://www.arcmi.org/new/lipa.htm, where you can complete an 

application form online or download and print one to fill out and mail in. Please 

contact Project Coordinator Salli Christenson if you have questions or need help in 

applying. She can be reached at 1-800-292-7851, ext. 130, or salli.c@arcmi.org 

http://www.arcmi.org/new/lipa.htm
file:///C:/Users/ARC%20Users/Desktop/salli.c@arcmi.org
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Skills for Effective Parent Advocacy with Kelly Orginski 

January 25, 2017 

6:30 pm - 8:30 

Farmington Community Library Conference Room A 32737 

W 12 Mile Road Farmington Hills, MI 48334 

 

Register at: https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/upcoming-events/eventregistration/ 

 

We have additional events scheduled! Check our website: 

http://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/upcoming-events/ 

 

Be sure to view our selection of free On Demand Webinars available for viewing at 

home www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/webinar 

 

 

 
2017 Annual Conference, featuring: 

Janice Fialka        Micah Fialka-Feldman 
The Dance of Partnership: Why Do My Feet Hurt?  Through the Same Door:  Living an Inclusive Life 
Strengthening the Parent-Professional Partnership 

 
April 28, 2017 

Central Michigan University 

195 East Ojibway Court 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48859 

For Registration and More Information Visit:  

http://www.michigandec.org/event.php?ID=20 

 

 

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES  

https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/upcoming-events/eventregistration/
http://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/upcoming-events/
http://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/webinar
http://www.michigandec.org/event.php?ID=20
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MIABLE      Navigating the Social Security and SSI  

January 31, 2017      February 1, 2017 

12:00 pm and 5:00 pm     6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

Don Dodge Auditorium    Otsego Public Library 

200 Grand River, Suite 200    401 Dix Street 

Port Huron, MI 48060    Otsego, MI 49078 

http://svy.mk/2iL0LO7    https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/D5HHB5L 

 

MIABLE      MIABLE 
February 16, 2017     February 23, 2017       
6:30 pm        1:00 pm 
The Arc of Livingston     The Arc of Midland 
2980 Dorr Road      220 W. Main St. Suite 102 
Brighton, MI 48116     Midland, MI 48040 
http://svy.mk/2iL0LO7    http://svy.mk/2iL0LO7 
 
 
Everything I Need to Know to Teach   MIABLE 
My Child about Sexuality    March 25, 2017 
May 8, 2017       8:00 am – 4:00 pm 
4:30 pm       Trinity Lutheran Church 
Otsego Public Library    2700 East Fulton SE 
401 Dix Street     Grand Rapids, MI 49506 
Otsego, MI 49078     http://svy.mk/2iL0LO7 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TX5MRH6 
 

Who Should Attend Collaborative Learning Opportunities? 

Individuals and family members of young children, teen and young adults with 

special needs/disabilities (including: youth guardians; adoptive, biological, foster 

and step-parents, domestic parents who co-parent, grandparents, siblings, 

aunts/uncles, nieces/nephews, cousins, neighbors, religious leaders, and others 

who person defines as a family member), organizations and service providers of 

families of young children, teen, young adults, and individuals with disabilities 

 

We encourage individuals and families to invite people who provide support and 

services to you and your family. Providers are encouraged to invite individuals and 

families you support and serve. Forming partnerships between people served and 

those providing services is crucial in building collaboration and partnering in 

decision-making at all levels with individuals and families of children and youth with 

special needs/disabilities. 

 
For More Information about Collaborative Learning Opportunities contact: 

Michigan Family Voices at (800) 292-7851 extension 427 or info@michiganfamilyvoices.org 

Visit: http://michiganfamilyvoices.org/learning/ 

http://svy.mk/2iL0LO7
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/D5HHB5L
http://svy.mk/2iL0LO7
http://svy.mk/2iL0LO7
http://svy.mk/2iL0LO7

